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Minutes of the August 18, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

JCARR Rules Review Committee 

 

Wednesday, August 18, 2021 
 
9:30 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of 
Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ JCARR Rules Review Committee convened in Room #1960 
on the 19th floor of the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts located at 77 South 
High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 for its regular meeting to discuss the Committee’s 
business. 
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Wappner 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson William C. Wappner called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Executive Director 
of the Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee 
members were in attendance of the meeting: 
 
George Horne, II; Jon W. Rettig, Sr.; Adriana A. Sfalcin; William C. Wappner 
 
The following personnel of the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors were also in 
attendance: Amanda Crates, board member; Edward Nurre, president; Derek Bogner, Kim 
Bourk and Jarrod Williams of the board office; and Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Stephanie Slone, board counselor. 
 
Jack E. Lechner, Jr., of Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science of Cincinnati, Ohio was also 
present. 
 
William Wappner welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Wappner stated that the only item listed on the meeting agenda is consideration of the 
previous month’s committee meeting minutes.  Mr. Wappner asked the committee members 
if they had opportunity to review the July 21, 2021, JCARR Rules Review Committee Meeting 
Minutes.  There was a consensus among the committee members that all had. 
 
Adriana Sfalcin moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the 
Board to approve the July 21, 2021, JCARR Rules Review Committee Meeting Minutes as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by George Horne.  Mr. Wappner asked for discussion 
on the motion.  There was no discussion. 
 
Motion by Adriana Sfalcin, second by George Horne 
Roll-call vote: Yes: George Horne, Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
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William Wappner informed all that the state’s current General Assembly is considering changes to how Ohio’s 
licensing agencies recognize similar licenses issued from the other forty-nine states in the Union.  Mr. Wappner 
commented that he has talked with Marlan Gary, president of Buckeye State Funeral Directors and Embalmers 
Association and Melissa Sullivan, executive director of Ohio Funeral Directors Association on proposed Ohio 
House Bill 203 to learn about their professional organization’s opinion on the matter.  He reported that each 
are in favor of attracting talent to the state, but want to ensure that talent is, at least, equally educated and 
trained to serve Ohio families. 
 
Mr. Wappner remarked educational and training requirements to qualify for licensure vary from state to state.  
Some states, like Ohio, require an applicant to hold at least a bachelor’s degree plus completion of mortuary 
sciences course and apprenticeship.  Some states only require an associate degree plus mortuary school.  
Currently, the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors recognizes embalmer and funeral director licenses 
issued by other states.  When an applicant desires to apply to Ohio for a reciprocal embalmer or funeral 
director license, they may show evidence of at least ten years of licensure in another state in place of 
submitting an official college transcript to show the applicant has earned a bachelor’s degree from a college or 
university authorized to confer degrees.  This does not discharge the responsibility of the applicant to submit 
any additional evidence of compliance with requirements for licensure. 
 
Mr. Wappner reminded all of last month’s committee discussion about the consideration of reducing the ten 
years’ minimum requirement for a person to hold a license in another state.  And that it was suggested that 
maybe three to five years would be appropriate to start.  He also reminded that he is not wanting to reduce the 
educational standard of at least a bachelor’s degree for Ohio and hoped that the number would be equal to or 
more than the typical number of years to earn a degree. 
 
George Horne stated that he, too, had a separate conversation with Marlan Gary of Buckeye State Funeral 
Directors and Embalmers Association.  Mr. Horne also reported that reduction of the educational and training 
requirements is a concern for Mr. Gary and members of his organization.  He shared that BSFDEA is wanting a 
seat at the table to participate in discussions, if any.  
 
William Wappner stated that he simply wants to have a reasonable outcome from legislators that would allow 
the Board to adopt reasonable rules, if necessary. 
 
There was discussion among the committee members about minimum education and training requirements in 
other states. 
 
Edward Nurre asked William Wappner if he may ask a question.  Mr. Wappner obliged.  Mr. Nurre asked Jack 
Lechner for confirmation if it takes two years’ worth of credits from an accredited college or university, or 
school recognized by the American Board [of Funeral Service Education] to enter Cincinnati College of Mortuary 
Science.  Mr. Lechner responded to Mr. Nurre by stating that ABFSE utilizes credit hours and not necessarily 
calendar year. 
 
Mr. Wappner asked Mr. Lechner the number of credits students should have before applying to CCMS.  Mr. 
Lechner replied there is a prerequisite of a minimum of thirty semester credits needed prior to enrolling in the 
school’s Associates of Applied Science program.  He added that it was a minimum of sixty credits for the 
Bachelor’s of Mortuary Science program.  Mr. Lechner stated that many students are well-equipped to enter 
CCMS directly after high school.  He informed that high school students have opportunities to take college-level 
courses in place of or in addition to the high school curriculum, thus earning college credits early and often for 
free.  He added that it is not uncommon today for a student to graduate high school with a diploma and an 
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associate degree concurrently. 
 
Mr. Nurre asked Mr. Lechner if he has many applicants from the state of Kentucky.  Mr. Lechner replied that he 
has some.  He added that Kentucky only requires mortuary science education for an embalmer license, not a 
funeral director.    
William Wappner asked if there was any further business to come before the JCARR Rules Review Committee.  
There was none. 
 
Chairperson Wappner thanked all for attending the committee meeting and asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
George Horne moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Adriana Sfalcin. 
 
Motion by George Horne, second by Adriana Sfalcin 
Roll-call vote: Yes: George Horne, Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
August 18, 2021, meeting of the JCARR Rules Review Committee adjourned at 9:42 a.m. 
 
      
 

 

 


